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Human Development Wartime 


PROCEEDINGS THE CONFERENCE HELD OHIO STATE 
UNIVERSITY, JUNE JULY 1942 


ROY DOTY 


and the world-wide crisis intensify the need for 

constructive measures conserve and develop human 

resources. The mobilization and training human 
abilities meet wartime needs are necessary; plans must 
made protect developing children during these times diffi- 
culty and possible privation. Above all, there urgent need 
for investigation the potentialities human development 
for building better world after the war. meet these needs, 
persons and institutions qualified study the impact war 
human personality must responsible for proposing ways and 
means coping with the forces which would otherwise deplete 
the nation’s most precious resource. The efforts various fields 
knowledge and widely separated geographical areas must 
integrated and interpreted. The work all the social and 
biological sciences must brought together conserve and 
promote our understanding human development. 
The Institute Human Development the Graduate 
School the Ohio State University attempted bring to- 
gether, conference held the campus from June 
July persons from widely separated fields promote 
broader understanding human development and its relation 
the present crisis. Persons concerned with the conservation 
human resources were invited spend the week inten- 
sive program discussion, study, and lecture which attempted 
present the implication psychology, sociology, psychiatry, 
medicine, and nutrition for wartime needs. Over one thousand 
visitors, Summer Quarter students, and faculty members at- 
tended one more the meetings. Additional listeners were 
reached through broadcasts over Station WOSU. 
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The program consisted five general sessions which 
outstanding speakers presented principles human develop- 
ment from their particular fields. The titles the papers 
presented these sessions will indicate the general trend the 
discussion during the conference: 


First General Session 
Presiding, PRESIDENT Ohio State University 
Introduction the Conference Human Development Wartime 
Prescott, Head the Division Child Devel- 
opment the American Council Education, and Professor 
War-Caused Problems the Family 
Henry Director, Child Guidance Clinic, 
Cleveland 
Delinquency Inevitable? 
ment, and Professor Educational Psychology, University 
Michigan 
Second General Session 
Presiding, ALPHEUs Dean, Graduate School, 
Ohio State University 
Disease, War, and Human Development 
Professor Experimental Medicine, Univer- 
sity Cincinnati 
Human Development through Nutrition 
Nutritionist, Cleveland Health Council 


Third General Session 
Presiding, Director, Bureau Educational 
Research, Ohio State University 

Psychological Hazards Wartime 
Professor Psychology, Ohio State 
University 

The Community Organizes for Human Development 
Associate Professor Sociology, Ohio 
State University 


Fourth General Session 
Presiding, ARTHUR Dean, College Education, 
Ohio State University 
Development through Recreation 
Defense Health and Welfare Services, Washington 
Educational Reconstruction 
Director, Commission Teacher Educa- 
tion, American Council Education 
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Fifth General Session 
Presiding, KENNETH Ray, Director, Ohio State Department 
Education 
Relation Reading Interests and Other Factors Development 
chology, Chicago Teachers College 


Sixth General Session 
Presiding, Horace Chairman the Institute 
Human Development, Ohio State University 
Synthesis Findings and Conclusions 
Appropriate Respondents from the Study Groups 


The topics discussed during these general sessions served 
primarily set the stage for the special-interest groups, 
which there were five: Health Education and Recreation; Child 
Development and Family Life; Education, Community Re- 
sources, and Citizenship; Nutrition; and Reading. These 
workshop groups met least four times, both whole and 
smaller groups for the consideration specific Most 
mornings were kept free for study and for conferences with 
some fifty consultants who maintained office hours give 
assistance persons registered for the conference. 


Health and Recreation group held four meetings. Mr. 

Landis led discussion problems health the first 
meeting; the second meeting Miss Paterson led similar 
discussion recreation. For its third meeting the group held 
joint session with the Nutrition group. 

The present health problem our nation caused war- 
time conditions not new one. Rather, the great need for 
immediate manpower has focused attention still deplorable 
situation which has, however, been improving from year 
year. While the war will create new health problems which 
must met, the inadequacy existing health education and 
health practices must also faced. 

One the most important contributions which health edu- 
cation can make directly related the needs the armed 
services. The health the men and women the country 
must conserved and improved order meet the rigorous 
demands military service. The thousands men who have 
been declared unfit for military service effectively point out 


summaries which follow are based upon the reports the group chairmen the 
general chairman the conference; Lowry Harding prepared the report reading. 
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the necessity for health education not only the maintenance 
and improvement general health, but also the prevention 
and control communicable diseases, and particularly the 
venereal diseases. 

The need for adequate health work the home front 
not less urgent than its need serve the armed forces. The 
shortages doctors, dentists, and nurses created the demands 
the armed services have added the necessity adequate 
health education for the individual home. Epidemics 
previous wars, particularly the influenza epidemics, call atten- 
tion the need for measures prevent and check contagious 
diseases. The home population must maintain good health 
order keep the production line moving. 

The recreation problems the nation are closely related 
those health. Adequate recreational interests, facilities, 
and leadership have long been lacking. While proper recre- 
ation can contribute the improvement health and better 
physical development for war services, serves equally 
important function the home front: Recreation can contribute 
significantly better work the production line. The increase 
the delinquency rate emphasizes the need for recreation for 
youth. The restriction travel increases the need for the 
individual able find adequate recreation home. The 
increased population centers where war industries are located 
requires recreational facilities and leadership alleviate and 
prevent social problems. civilian life well military 
service proper recreation required maintain morale. 

its final meeting the group made number conclusions 
and suggestions: 


Every attempt should made maintain standards health 
wartime. 

Every child school age should have periodic physical examinations. 

The physical deficiencies youth should remedied effective 
follow-up whenever possible. 

Health instruction the public school should maintained full 
efficiency. 

Institutions for teacher training should provide adequate preparation 
health education for every prospective teacher. 

First aid should taught majority teachers and advanced 
students all schools. 

All recreational facilities the schools, churches, parks, playgrounds, 
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and elsewhere the community should available for persons 
all ages, and each used for its maximum time under supervision. 
recreation council should organized every community. 
Efforts should made increase community interest health and 
recreation. 

10. Each community should make survey what being done within 
its boundaries for health education and recreation and base its pro- 
grams demonstrated needs. Possible sources financial assist- 
ance, such the city council, social clubs, professional clubs, and 
social-service organizations, should explored fully. Assistance 
organization and administration needed programs should got 
from agencies such state departments education, the National 
Recreation Association, the Federal Security Agency, local park 
departments, and city recreation departments. 


discussions the group which considered Child De- 
velopment and Family Relations were organized about 
four large problems: the mental-hygiene needs the family, 
led Dorothy Donley, Bureau Juvenile Research; the 
needs for child care defense areas, led Mary Jacobs, state 
director the Nursing School Program the Works Progress 
Administration; family life wartime, led Audell Hern- 
don, Department Psychology, Ohio State University; the 
community responsibility when families fail, led Genevieve 
Taylor, referee the Franklin County Juvenile Court. 

While the need for fundamental research the fields 
child development and family relations were means 
minimized, solutions immediately pressing practical problems 
were urged the light present-day knowledge and the need 
more effective dissemination what now known was 
emphasized. Most the wartime problems proved 
perennials merely brought more sharply into focus the 
dislocations war. 

Offsetting many the acute problems arising out the 
war situation, some positive values were seen. was considered 
encouraging that war has dramatized certain social evils, 
such poor housing, inadequate nutrition, and lack recre- 
ation and general education for family living, that remedies 
are being discussed and steps being taken toward amelioration. 
Other positive values noted were: the increased co-operation 
arising out neighborhood and group activities centered about 
common problems; emphasis the need safeguard the 
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mental well the physical health children; opportunities 

for return the simple, inexpensive pleasures family 

recreation pre-automobile days; and the advantage youth 
being needed the work and defense the country. 

the other hand, the security the family seems 
threatened the increase the number young mothers 
now working war industries and the many others who will 
required the war long. Due lack housing facilities, 
conditions near war plants are often deplorable sanitation, 
lack play space for children, and cramped and inconvenient 
living facilities for the whole family. Rising costs living 
affect the nutrition and health families whose incomes have 
not risen with the war boom. The ancient evils prostitution 
and alcoholism flourish more than ever town and city areas. 
War marriages, made haste and often after short acquaint- 
ance, promise increase postwar divorces. The drafting 
great numbers doctors and nurses for military service 
potential threat civilian health. Young people are leaving 
school relatively untrained manage adequately the high 
salaries they are able earn war industries. Such war jobs 
will give them little training for peacetime work. meet such 
conditions the conferees suggested: 

Young mothers should discouraged from working unless such 
work necessary for the support the individual’s family, 
adequate provision has been made for the care the children. 
this end, local communities should mobilize volunteer service com- 
petent persons assist play groups and nursery schools; older 
women and high-school girls should consider patriotic duty 
take training when offered short courses. 

Community, state, and federal agencies should co-operate solve 
the acute housing problems. housing project should undertaken 
without provisions for play space for children. 

Public pressure should exerted officials control the drinking 
and social-disease evils. Local facilities for banking should provided 
that war workers late shifts will not have cash their pay 
checks questionable establishments near the plants. 

Increased facilities should offered schools, colleges, and social 
agencies educate youth for family living and marriage. 

Young people need vocational guidance order know whether 
choose immediate job further school training. 

Health instruction, particularly nutrition, imperative need 
due the present shortage doctors and nurses. 
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group concerned with Adult Education, Community 

Resources, and Education and Citizenship met five times 
under the leadership Lloyd Cook and Herschel 
Nisonger. After brief “get-acquainted” period, the procedure 
was list the interests section attendants, proportion 
time and consider resources, discuss the problems which had 
been listed the order their importance, and arrive 
series conclusions with recorded courses action. Among the 
problems interest which were discussed were the following: 


What body common knowledge, skills, habits, and attitudes 
needed for successful citizenship? 

How can effective citizenship taught? 

What use may made existing community resources citizenship 
training? 

How may such program reach out-of-school youth and adults? 

What motivation and/or reward required get people work 
willingly for the common good, without financial compensation? 

How may the range and quality participation community affairs 
increased? 

How may the persistence activities and values developed during the 
present emergency assured the postwar period? 


its final meeting the group formally adopted set 
five conclusions and series recommendations. The con- 
clusions were: 


Education today should concerned with the wartime needs people. 

The task citizenship education find ways which all can con- 
tribute the war effort through co-operative social action. 

The success co-operative activity dependent upon the number 
persons concerned, their awareness contributing vitality the war 
effort, and the degree which individual activities can made 
interdependent. 

Our major task teach people how make use all the resources 
—human and material—available area, especially discover 
and use persons potential talent, and utilize existing community 
facilities (such schools, libraries, and the like), capacity. 

Education should plan now for the problems the postwar period. 


The recommendations were: 


recommended, That schools adapt their programs the real life 

needs children. 
Evidence from which these needs may determined can got 
studying the children, their homes, and community conditions. 
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These needs will include healthful living, work, experiences, leisure 
pursuits, and social relations, under wartime conditions. 

good school should provide basic, broad program meeting the 
common needs; flexible provision for meeting individual differ- 
ences not only subject-matter areas but what are commonly 
called extra-curricular activities; and system guidance 
which children can helped plan schoolwork and life. 

Schools should take direct responsibility aiding young persons 
find their places the institutions and organizations the 
community. 

Schools should find out which local, state, and federal offices and 
agencies and the like, are interested these problems and how 
contact them, and should make use their contributions. 

recommended, That each community initiate, connection with 
the school, otherwise, adult-education program. 

useful procedure starting adult-education program set 
representative citizen’s committee, which will then find out 
the interests and needs adult community members. 

this basis, series forums, discussion groups, and classes may 
planned, using, far possible, local resource persons. 

important task the committee will evaluation the 
program, with view increasing its future effectiveness. 

recommended, That every community investigate the need for 
the ways organizing community neighborhood co-ordinating 
council, inclusive all representative community agencies. 

Procedures would very much like those used starting 
adult-education program. 

Persons interested initiating such programs are asked write the 
chairman the Institution Human Development. 


section Nutrition discussed the reasons why Ameri- 
cans are not being well fed and what may done 
remedy the situation. Good physical condition, always im- 
portant, becomes increasingly vital time emergency; 
without complete health the individual unequal the 
demands which war brings. Since doctors and nurses are 
needed large numbers for the armed forces and there are 
increasingly fewer persons care for the civilian sick, civilians 
are obliged maintain themselves good health, which 
impossible without good nutrition. 
spite the enormous resources productive land and 
improved technology the production food, there are many 
persons who are getting neither enough nor the right kinds 
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food. When, according survey foods purchased 
nonrelief families, only one every ten urban families and 
two every ten rural families have good diets; when four 
hundred thousand the first million men examined for Selec- 
tive Service were rejected because physical unfitness; when 
the newer methods assessing nutritional fitness are revealing 
deficiencies persons adequate the older standards 
measuring nutritional status—we are forced realize the 
enormity the problem. 

One the chief causes the deficiency the American 
diet is, course, the economic factor. Far too many persons, 
land plenty, not have incomes sufficient buy 
adequate diets. The victory gardens, the food-stamp plan, 
surplus-marketing administration, the school lunch are some 
the remedial measures adopted. They are helpful course, 
but the big problem adequate distribution the nation’s 
wealth, including food, remains solved. 

Educational and psychological factors play important 
part choice diet. Man not altogether reasoning animal 
when comes his eating habits, and his food intake 
dependent upon many factors other than the economic one. 
need education combat ignorance, indifference, and inertia. 

large part the responsibility for developing good food 
habits must assumed elementary-school teachers, who are 
close contact with children when education nutrition and 
health education general are most important. Every teacher 
the public schools, whether not his subject has health 
contact, should consider himself responsible some measure 
for health the school population. was the opinion the 
group that elementary-school teachers are not sufficiently aware 
their obligations this area, and that they not avail 
themselves the opportunity and responsibility for partici- 
pation the program. Teacher-training institutions must see 
that prospective teachers are made aware their responsi- 
bilities directing children good food selection and health 
habits. Basic principles nutrition should included the 
programs college students preparing teach. 

the high school there equal opportunity for devel- 
oping good food habits. The departments science, health 
and physical education, home economics, social science, all have 
their place program which help children live more 
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completely. was suggested that advisory committee com- 
posed school physician, nurse, physical-education teacher, 
home-economics teacher, principal, and parents co-operate 
the planning and administering nutrition program for the 
school. The school lunch, important this program nutri- 
tion and health education, should under the supervision 
someone who trained for such work and who recognizes the 
educational possibilities the noon meal served school. 

The conclusion was reached that universities have not made 
the most their opportunities train their students that 
they return their homes with sense responsibility for 
the health and therefore the nutrition the people their 
communities. 

Students should made aware the importance good 
food selection, they should given such information they 
need make possible for them choose their food wisely 
and encouraged apply this information their own food 
habits. One such way training students good food and 
health habits provide living arrangements which make 
good health programs possible. Improvements food selec- 
tion have been noted the student body, largely because 
residence halls are caring for more students. 

The State Ohio supports number agencies which 
stand ready assist the nutrition and health-education pro- 
gram the communities; for example, the State Department 
Education through its health, home-economics, and agricul- 
ture departments; the State Department Health, working 
through county health commissioners and making available 
consultant services, teaching, illustrative material, and sound 
nutrition information; the Ohio Public Health Association; 
other agencies which will not assume responsibility for initiating 
program but are ready and able help with it; and the State 
Nutrition Committee and the County Nutrition Councils, which 
include their membership representatives from many fields 
interest and which are ready help initiate programs for 
improving the nutrition the civilian population. 


group interested problems reading held four 
general meetings and number smaller conferences 
special topics. The first general meeting was devoted 
broad consideration “Growing Relation Read- 
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ing.” The speaker, Willard Olson, emphasized that achieve- 
ment function the organism whole and that reading 
merely one form achievement. addition the most 
frequently used indexes development, such chronological 
age and mental age, there are important physiological meas- 
ures, among which are dentition, grip, height, and weight. The 
way children are grouped seems make little difference, for 
there such simple formula for treating the immature child. 
Teachers often say child not “working capacity” 
when may doing his best, considering all growth factors 
and “physiological tone,” even though his mental age high. 
Putting pressure the child through more vigorous program 
reading may harm rather than cause faster progress. 
Mr. Olson’s findings show that reading age correlated more 
closely with average development than with mental age. 

recommended that greater use made “seeking” 
and “pacing” techniques helping children develop reading 
and other abilities. The expectations and requirements each 
individual should gauged his development; other 
words, would paced. The school should provide materials 
varying ability levels meet the needs all pupils the 
range included any group grade. 

The second general meeting was symposium two talks 
the factors which may make remedial-reading program 
necessary. Miss Dorothy Donley, consulting psychiatrist, Bu- 
reau Juvenile Research, Columbus, discussed the general 
topic with special reference “physiological factors.” 

was pointed out that recent researches have presented 
strong evidence indicating that the brain acts whole the 
process reading. The local functional sections the brain— 
the sensory, associative, motor, and the like carry specialized 
operations but all work together. accepting theory 
localization function, must aware that the parts are 
closely related, interact, and may assume develop new func- 
tions. relating these principles the question hemi- 
spheric division the brain, which decides lateral dominance, 
Miss Donley stated that “handedness,” reversals, visual acuity, 
and other neurological factors associated with defective slow 
reading were less importance than the general development 
the individual and his purposes and drives. 

Carl Rogers, professor psychology, Ohio State Uni- 
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versity, discussed the topic with reference “Social and 
Emotional Factors.” explaining how these factors operate 
make remedial-reading program necessary, placed chief 
emphasis upon the types children most ignored work with 
reading. cited the following the most frequently ignored 
overlooked kinds cases. The “dependent” child who 
resists learning read because step growing and 
may deprive him the aid and companionship his parents; 
the “anxious” child who worries about his development and 
progress reading (such child becomes nervous, tense, mal- 
adjusted with his social group and consequently makes very 
poor progress); the child with inferiority complex, which 
may concomitant introversion may result from criti- 
cism, unfavorable comparisons, sarcasm home the 
classroom; and the frustrated child. Reading, more than any 
other activity, shows inability failure. 

Summarizing, emphasized the importance managing 
the environment that remedial programs are built 
success basis. suggested that teachers recognize the limi- 
tations the individual and help each child set realistic and 
comfortable standards achievement for himself. Many 
problem cases are doing their best, and spending too much 
the “irremediable” problem cases should avoided. 

Reading under Wartime Conditions was the topic 
dinner panel made Arthur Klein, Harlan Hatcher, 
David Kopel, Byron Williams, Earl Manchester, Frieda 
Heller, Mrs. Mark Swisher, and Edgar Dale. This panel 
discussed the problems teaching reading brought about 
wartime conditions, and pointed out other current problems: 

The increase horror and atrocity stories necessitates critical and 
analytical thinking the part teachers. 

Censorship and the tendency toward sensational journalism emphasize 
the importance discrimination interpreting all contemporary 
reading material. 

Since the amount and kind reading children reflects the atti- 
tudes, interests, and abilities their teachers and parents, education 
wartime reading must not confined the elementary schools. 

The forty-nine million people the United States who have only 
grammar-school education require educational medium, such 
posters and illustrated pamphlets, their reading levels. 

Most the problems wartime reading are not new problems all 
but are brought the fore the present world situation. 
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Among the concrete suggestions for developing effective 
reading program were the following: 


Develop common viewpoint and understanding between elementary- 
school and secondary-school teachers, administrators, and parents. 

every grade start where each child and encourage his interest. 

Make success possible for each child and develop self-confidence. 

Manipulate the environment make reading functional. 

Adapt the curriculum foster continuing zest and interest reading. 

Provide and use materials over wide range ability and interest. 
Increase emphasis newspapers, magazines, and like materials. 


Miss Rosebrook, chairman the Ohio State Reading Con- 
ference Committee, explained the plans that were being made 
for follow-up service programs local school communities. 
She explained that the staff the Reading Conference and 
the faculty the College Education were prepared 
implement the discussion and findings the special-interest 
group visiting schools and rendering direct help. Teachers 
and administrators were invited write individual persons 
the chairman the Conference Committee concerning 
assistance with planning programs reading, with testing 
programs, and with plans for remedial instruction. 

The group concerned especially with reading the early 
elementary grades, with Mrs. Cecile Swales, the University 
School, Ohio State University, and Miss Harriet Kerr, ele- 
mentary supervisor, Ashland, Ohio, serving leaders, dis- 
cussed problems physical and mental health relation 
reading. The later elementary group, led Miss Winifred 
Bass, Indianola Elementary School, Columbus, Ohio, and 
Miss Mary Jane Loomis, the University School, Ohio State 
University, considered techniques motivation, provisions for 
wide range ability and for the social and emotional needs 
involved cases retarded reading. Mr. George Salt, the 
University School, and Mrs. Robert Moore, the Department 
Education, served leaders the high-school group. This 
section discussed wide range problems and arrived 
number conclusions. Among these were the following: reme- 
diation must put realistic basis effective; much 
remedial work necessitated failure the regular program 
recognize and provide for individual differences ability; 
and the good child who does not reveal his problems 
serious case. [Vol. XXI, No. 


ze 
ry 
on 
a 
as 
all 


War-Caused Problems the Family 


HENRY SCHUMACHER 


this century the family has been losing many its former 

functions. Divorce has continued increase, though not 
quite rapidly during the depression before since. 
Grounds for divorce have been liberalized many ju- 
risdictions. The size the family unit has steadily decreased. 
Birth-control clinics have spread phenomenally. Breach 
promise cause for legal action has been abolished eight 
states since 1930. 

The family has continued accept decreasing respon- 
sibility for the education and the protection its children. 
There has been marked growth the nursery-school move- 
ment that more parents than ever before have been separated 
from their children from ever earlier age and have had 
decreasing control over their children’s educational experience. 
Although the depression and the radio have slowed it, the 
trend recreational function also away from the home. 

The family, too, has been unable meet the problem 
youth. During the depression many young people left their 
homes, some become hobos and tramps. Juvenile crime has 
shown some increase. Thus there has been created youth 
problem with loss incentive, idleness, and delinquency 
its outstanding characteristics. 

This failure the part the family maintain its 
integrity has caused Government expand its functions with 
reference the family. Marriage has been made more difficult 
contract. Premarital requirements, such advance notice 
marry and certificate premarital blood test for syphilis, 
are now effect more than half the states. Common-law 
marriage coming frowned upon; several states statute 
and judicial decision have invalidated it. The age marriage 
has been increased number jurisdictions. 

The Federal Government’s effort behalf the family 
has manifested itself the problem housing. 1934 there 
was established the Federal Housing Administration with 
power insure loans new existing homes. 1935 the 
Social Security Act came into being legislative measure 
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accepted sociological fact that since the beginning 
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prime importance the family. Maternal and child-health 
services received large grants, and result infant and mater- 
nity mortality rates dropped precipitously. The Act also made 
provision for aid widows and dependent children. Old-age 
assistance and unemployment compensation were provided for. 
The Fair Labor Standards Act 1938 contains section cur- 
tailing “oppressive child labor,” which defined “oppressive” 
engaged children under sixteen, except certain 
occupations, and children under eighteen occupations 
declared hazardous the Chief the Children’s Bureau, 
United States Department Labor. 1935 Minimum 
Wage Division was created the Women’s Bureau, Depart- 
ment Labor, thus enhancing the status woman and 
protecting her from exploitation. The national youth problem 
caused the Government step and organize the Civilian 
Conservation Corps and the National Youth Administration, 
which provide work and wages for unemployed youth. The 
demand for “equal educational opportunities” all parts 
the country has been clearly raised, but chiefly because the 
opposition organized educational interests there has been 
lag this phase Governmental aid. 


against this background trends that now shall 
discuss some the war-caused problems the family. 
The marriage rate since 1940 sharply upward and unques- 
tionably reflects wartime situation. Many factors are con- 
tributory. great number men married during the time 
the Draft Bill was under consideration establish claim for 
deferment the draft. Some men are marrying today because 
their economic condition has improved the point where 
marriage logical step their life history. Others, however, 
are marrying impulsively and the more readily because their 
entrance into the armed services will preclude any immediate 
obligation establish homes and hence there great respon- 
sibility attached. Then, too, there the fatalistic marry 
now-or-never attitude, particularly the part the girl, 
which causes her rush into marriage with definitely dimin- 
ished sense personal responsibility. 
some cases the couple hardly know each other. They 
may have little common upon which build married life. 
number these cases the wife seeks quarters near her 
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husband’s camp. may moved notice, 
however, and trailing him from camp camp not only costly 
but emotionally upsetting. Furthermore, her presence near 
camp, where living conditions are often bad, may worry her 
husband more than her presence comforts him. Often the 
young wife living under such conditions becomes bored and 
begins out with other men, and the marriage goes the 
rocks relatively short time. Wives living near camps and 
seeing the lines men waiting enter prophylaxis stations 
become suspicious and fearful that their husbands may become 
unfaithful, particularly sent overseas. 

Because many cases “war marriage” the courtship 
speeded and separation occurs almost the day mar- 
riage, there time and place discover common interests 
and establish sound basis for conjugal living. The early 
and long separation that the war entails, together with the 
changes that will occur the personalities both husband and 
wife during the years separation, will bring stresses and 
strains when they are again united which may register later 
divorce. 

Since the majority war marriages there desire 
have children, the normal expansion families being 
arrested. some instances, however, the young wife wants 
service. Here once the question arises her motive. She 
may emotionally mature woman who very realistically 
desires motherhood. the other hand, her motive may 
ulterior. She may wish child, for example, act bond 
between herself and her husband, hoping this way assure 
his return her. Such marriages are notoriously unstable. 

general, the U.S.O. workers discourage war marriage. 
Their experience bears out the findings others that such 
marriages are likely end disastrously. The Army recently 
put curb marriages American soldiers abroad when 
issued terse order the effect that “no military personnel 
duty any foreign country possession may marry without 
approval the commanding officer the United States Army 
forces stationed such foreign country possession.” Mar- 
riages foreigners, beside the question common interests 
and backgrounds, are complicated the fact that wives are 
not permitted follow the Army; furthermore the wife does 
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not obtain American citizenship merely upon marriage 
American citizen. 

Figures show that those who married during immediately 
after the last war had higher percentage divorce than 
normal. Desertion rates, too, were much higher this group. 
previous experience any guide, may look for greatly 
increased number divorces and desertions the postwar days. 


marriage, however, not the only factor affecting 

family stability. most important factor mobility 
families. Hundreds thousands workers are the move, 
stimulated the dislocations war. Families are not taking 
root their new communities. They are looked upon tran- 
sients; fact they are often thought the natives 
interlopers. Their ways are not the ways the local com- 
munity. Bad housing conditions make good housekeeping 
standards well-nigh impossible. The children are without 
recreational facilities. Often these youngsters are not wanted 
the local schools and the attitude the educational personnel 
reflects itself the attitudes the local children toward these 
“outsiders.” 

The stability the home further interfered with through 
the employment thousands women industry. This 
trend the increase and will continue more and more 
men are inducted into the armed services and industrial 
facilities are expanded. Some industries are saying that they 
not hire married women with young children. Many such 
women are their pay rolls, often using their maiden names. 

quite likely that this employment married women 
large scale will leave its mark the family the future, 
making more working partnership. This will, all 
probability, further reduce the size the family. The employ- 
ment women good wages industry has played havoc 
with the domestic-service problem. Without assurance help 
many women not burdened with the rearing family 
and the care the home. This factor, too, will reflect itself 
the size the family and its stability. 

Where families have found their status changed because 
increased money income, they are not infrequently 
little better off because accumulated debts and used savings. 
some communities the problem garnishment threatening 
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family security. The increase wages offset, too, the 
increased cost living and the higher taxes. Needless say, 
these families are having much pressure put upon them buy 
injudiciously the high-pressure salesmen who hound them. 

The increased cost living affects very drastically those 
whose incomes are not likely increase proportion the 
increase the cost living and higher taxes. These groups 
families whose members are employed business and 
industry not essential the war work are considerably worse 
off financially, and their standard living must decrease even 
beyond that due restrictions imposed upon all us. Then, 
too, the increased cost living has immediate bearing upon 
families receiving mothers’ assistance allowance (aid for de- 
pendent children), couples old-age pensions, families receiv- 
ing industrial compensation, and other low-income homes. 

are faced then with situation which certain indi- 
viduals will grow richer and many will grow poorer. This 
keeping with recent survey cross section the civilian 
population Canada made the Canadian Institute Public 
Opinion; was found that per cent were said economi- 
cally worse off than year ago. 


years there has been housing shortage most the 
United States. This problem, however, has become most 
acute one those areas the country which are more markedly 
affected the war effort. The influx thousands war 
workers has resulted competitive bidding for existing accom- 
modations. This problem assumed such proportions that 
became necessary put ceiling rents, but even today there 
ceiling room rents. many places whole families are 
living one most two furnished rooms. 
How acute the demand for housing can gleaned from 
the following quotation. Commissioner Herbert Emmerich 
the Federal Public Housing Authority quoted saying that 


provide homes for war workers the public war-housing program must 
stepped provide five times many homes third the time 
any previous public housing effort. This unprecedented schedule 
construction necessary provide shelter and decent living condi- 
tions for the great army migrating workers demanded war 
industries. workers must provided adequate housing our 
Army and Navy and Air Force are sustained and are prevail. 
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being urged that vacant stores, warehouses, meeting 
halls, and even small office buildings converted into tempo- 
rary war housing. Such buildings are found high 
delinquency areas and undoubtedly from such homes would 
come increase delinquency. Another suggestion which 
ignores decent standards the conversion large residences— 
the old family home Main Street—into modern multi- 
family apartments, these properties then would become 
immediately rentable and profitable. highly doubtful 
whether such suggestions are any improvement over trailer 
camps, against which many communities are waging war. 

result the housing shortage not only have families 
been forced live boxcars, trailers, attics, basements, and 
overcrowded tenements, but many cases the family could 
find not even such quarters. This has led separation the 
members the family unit. some cases the husband and 
father living alone the war-industry community, and the 
rest the family are back home often with relatives and 
friends, with increase family friction. other cases this 
inability find suitable housing has caused the parents insti- 
tutionalize the children, who thus are denied parental care. 


last war should serve remind that wartime 
epidemic time. With the removal from the civil com- 
munity many doctors, nurses, and public-health workers, 
campaigns against illness slow down and the probability 
disease gaining ground increased. Morbidity rates pyramid 
with the overcrowding homes. This particularly true 
tuberculosis preventive work reduced. Infant-mortality 
rates increase. Then, too, the number doctors given 
community decreases, those who need medical care but cannot 
afford private fees will suffer most, for the remaining doctors 
will busy that they have neither time nor need extend 
their services those who cannot pay their full fees. 

The high cost living and the inadequate facilities for the 
proper preparation food, together with the wife and mother 
also working industry, plus the change shifts, hence 
change mealtime, will bring about increase malnutri- 
tion. Add this long hours fatiguing work and inadequate 
rest and sleep because shifting hours and uncomfortable 
sleeping quarters; physical breakdown together with increased 
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susceptibility infection readily ensues. All these things, 
together with only partial training yet speed-up production, 
have increased the number industrial accidents with their 
aftermath “traumatic neuroses.” 

disease the increase not only among the men 
the Army but also among the civilian population, particu- 
larly where families have been forced separate because 
lack housing accommodations. Alcoholism, too, tends 
increase. Alcohol often used overcome fatigue, both 
mental and physical, and allay anxiety and worry. 
quite likely that further restrictions travel occur, thus 
limiting ready outdoor recreation, more time will spent 
the saloon today, since for many already serves center 
recreation and amusement. 

Wartime increases fears, worries, and anxiety states. 
the early days the war when the radio was broadcasting 
continuous stream war news, unstable listeners became 
acutely depressed. Many our foreign-born have relatives 
the very midst the fighting and bombing. Moreover, 
are facing swelling stream mental illness more and more 
men from our armed forces are invalided home mental- 
disease casualties. 


SEEMs inevitable that our war effort will draw more and 
more women into industry. Many mothers whose families 
for years have been forced live marginal and less than 
marginal incomes are eager take advantage the oppor- 
tunity offered the defense situation earn some money. 
Banning mothers from industry answer the problem. 
some defense areas because the housing situation all labor 
that area will have used. those areas where labor 
other than married women with young children readily avail- 
able these mothers for reasons economic security well 
personal preference will work. war industry bans them they 
find employment store clerks, waitresses, and other jobs 
whose incumbents have gone into war industry. 

Thus there are today large number “door-key” chil- 
dren—that is, children whose mothers permit them play 
unsupervised but who may enter the home prepare their 
own meals and sleep. Many others are merely locked out 
their homes until the mother some adult member the 
family returns from work. Still others are placed the care 
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neighbor, but these actually are under little super- 
vision all. Some mothers, particularly widows those whose 
husbands are away, attempt meet this problem care for 
their children breaking the home and institutionalizing 
the children placing them board foster homes. 

The breaking families threat not only the 
children those families but our very civilization itself. 
has always been considered good practice not separate parent 
and child except for compelling reasons. safeguard the 
interest the family, essential, therefore, that every effort 
made keep the young child his own home. Living 
institution foster home for most children traumatic 
emotional experience. 

Foster homes were never meant used order that 
parents may free work. Such placement was used for the 
dependent child and the child whose parents could not carry 
their responsibilities for physical emotional reasons. Today 
foster homes are not available sufficient numbers for such 
groups children. the economic status many foster 
homes has improved through better employment the part 
the husband, the wife has given caring for other people’s 
children. Then, too, many former foster mothers are now 
employed industry, which pays better than does the care 
foster children. This decrease foster homes has meant that 
many children who formerly would have been placed such 
homes are now having placed institutions; therefore, 
most institutions are crowded. Each community must give 
serious thought the problem the care these children. 

War always brings new pressures the family. Broken 
homes, disorganized community life due hasty migration 
communities unprepared for them, absence the father from 
the home and often too, the mother—all these factors con- 
tribute breakdown family morale and resulting increase 
delinquency and unmarried motherhood. Delinquency 
definitely the increase. the “Report the Cuyahoga 
Juvenile Court,” find this statement: 


During the past two years (1940 and 1941) the trend has been slightly 
upward again. has been more marked the more serious offences 
dealt with officially than the less serious unofficial category which has 
remained nearly stationary. The increases boys’ cases have been 
confined mainly two categories complaints, those charging offences 
against property and those classed serious mischief. Delinquency 
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complaints against girls have shown some increases during the past two 
years. The increases girls’ cases have been principally the category 
serious mischief. There have been marked increases the complaints 
ungovernable and out nights. Sex complaints have also increased. 

wartime peacetime, the bottom the causes for 
delinquency are the same, that say, unhappy homes, broken 
homes, inadequate homes, and homes all. 

From many sections the country come reports increased 
illegitimacy. Thousands girls ranging age from sixteen 
twenty-one have left their homes and are roaming the 
country. They loiter around U.S.O. quarters and are ready 
prey for sex adventure. And often being ignorant contra- 
ceptive information, pregnancy results. Many, too, are acquiring 
gonorrhea and syphilis result their promiscuity, and 
goodly number will drift into commercialized prostitution. 

Child labor the increase. rural areas because the 

shortage farm help increasing amount work will 
demanded children under sixteen. the June issue 
Time there appears this account under the caption “Children 
Work”: 
Booming war conditions have already increased child labor. Sep- 
tember, 20,000 Oregon boys and girls, 18, will drawing 
industrial pay checks rates 65¢ hour. During 1941, 
North Carolina issued 10,000 new labor certificates 17- and 18-year- 
olds, 1000 15-year-olds. situation,” observed State 
Labor Commissioner Shuford, with dead pan, “‘is healthy 
the war that brought on.” 

The mental hygienist and the psychiatrist are intensely 
interested these problems which confront parents and chil- 
dren. Though they appreciate the importance the native 
endowment, the constitutional make-up the individual, they 
also know that through the interaction the person and the 
strains living come the anxieties, fears, and worries which 
bring about maladjustments and deeper personality changes 
which express themselves neurotic and psychotic behavior. 
The nature and content every neurosis and psychosis con- 
ditioned, therefore, the past total life history the indi- 
vidual. Experience has shown very clearly that disturbances 
the normal emotional growth and development the child are 
the most meaningful factors the causation later mental 
breakdown. Hence everything which protects family life and 
which furthers the normal total development the child 
profound mental-hygiene significance. [Vol. No. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


The 


twenty-first annual volume. Through these years organ 
the Bureau Educational Research, Ohio State University, its 
course has been directed two eminent editors—B. Buck- 
ingham who guided the last quarter its seventh volume 
and Charters who after fourteen years relinquishes his 
supervision the with this issue. 

Mr. Charters retired from Ohio State University Sep- 
tember first. Although has not reached the age university 
retirement, wished for leisure write. Readers the 
may have already learned the great honor and 
privilege which have recently come him: Mr. Charters has 
been appointed Head the Industrial Training Division 
the Manpower Commission. 

The proud its retiring Editor, whose edi- 
torial supervision shared with the Journal Higher Educa- 
tion, and does not forego this opportunity boasting about 
his accomplishments while Director the Bureau. 

One Mr. Charters’ greatest gifts executive was his 
ability choose his associates wisely and generously: his habit 
was select young men promise and give them the oppor- 
tunity prove themselves. The wisdom his choices 
verified fact that the Bureau has become well known for its 
work such areas curriculum, personnel, evaluation, and 
the educational uses motion pictures and radio. 

second Mr. Charters’ outstanding talents 
ability and willingness co-operate. For several years 
worked closely with the junior deans Ohio State University 
helping them collate and systematize their duties. lent 
the members various divisions the Bureau other depart- 
ments the University assist them researches. 

Only two Mr. Charters’ state-wide contributions edu- 
cational research—both with the Ohio Public Health Associa- 
tion—will mentioned: his collaboration with Mr. Hinman 
activity-analysis study which resulted the monograph 
The Duties Ohio Public-Health Officers, and his continued 
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chairmanship the Ohio Social Planning Committee. This 
committee through its activities and publications has demon- 
strated the value planning service for the co-ordination 
state and local programs education, health, and welfare. 

Throughout his years Ohio State, Mr. Charters was 
fortunate receiving large sums money for research from 
private sources. The report the first great study was pub- 
lished the Macmillan Company the nine volumes the 
“Payne Fund Studies Motion Pictures and Youth.” this 
study which eighteen persons collaborated with Mr. Charters 
various psychological effects motion pictures were appraised. 

1930 Mr. Charters with subvention from the Payne 
Fund organized continuing study the educational uses 
radio. Conjoined with this research were the annual meetings 
the Institute for Education Radio and its published pro- 
ceedings Education the Air (the thirteenth volume now 
press). This continued research was greatly extended from 
1937 through 1942 large gift from the General Education 
Board for the research entitled “Evaluation School Broad- 
casts” which reported four books and pamphlets. 

Through Mr. membership the Committee 
Measurement and Guidance the American Council Edu- 
cation, received money which the Evaluation Division 
carried research test-making the sciences. Some these 
tests are still distributed the Co-operative Test Service. 

The educational leadership typified Mr. Charters and 
some his colleagues was influential establishing Ohio 
State University the Committee Evaluation the 
Year Study the Commission the Relation High School 
and College. Large sums money were received for this 
research from the General Education Board and its affiliated 
organizations. Resembling the Eight-Year Study form are 
the two long-time studies the organization which Mr. 
Charters collaborated; “Co-operative Study General Edu- 
cation” which small colleges are engaged and the Ohio 
High School Study sponsored the Ohio High School Prin- 
cipals’ Association. 

Through whatever vicissitudes the future may hold for the 
with pride its fourteen volumes edited Charters. 
J.H.M. 
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